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Chapter to reserved bills of the Dominions and to disallow
VII
__1 Acts. These matters as regards the Dominions are now
regulated by the decision of the Imperial Conference
of 1930. The advice of the Dominion ministries must
guide the King, despite the necessity of the formal use
of procedure by Order in Council. There has already
been noted the assertion of General Smuts that, despite
the advice of a ministry in the Dominion, the King
could not constitutionally assent to a bill to sever the
connection of the Crown with the Dominion.1 This con-
tention may doubtless be accepted as correct; the
resolutions of the Imperial Conference do not touch
on such a contingency, and for a ministry to tender
such advice would be revolutionary and could properly
be met by the refusal of the Crown to misuse a power
which was never granted for that purpose.
In the case of the Australian States the position
remains that both reservation and disallowance remain
in the power of the Imperial Government to control,
and that the King is still advised in these matters by
that Government, pending any possible extension of
the Dominion system to the States.
The King acts also on the final responsibility of the
Imperial Government in regard to honours for resi-
dents in the Dominions, the function of Dominion and
State ministries being confined to recommendations.
As pointed out above, this rests on the imperial char-
acter of such rewards.
In external issues the King acts in the main per-
sonally. The delegation of the royal prerogative to the
Governor-General has not been extended to the extent
of granting such a fundamental prerogative as that of
1 Keith, War Government of the British Dominions, p. 168.